VEMORANDUM

DATE: FEBRUARY 19, 2001
TO | NTERESTED PARTI ES
FROM LARRY DAVI S, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON

RE: COURSE OFFERI NGS CLARI FI CATI ON

The purpose of this nmenmorandumis to correct, update, and
clarify sone | anguage in a Novenber 9, 2000 nenp to the
education comunity that was issued follow ng action by the
State Board of Education in COctober 2000 to adopt new hi gh
school graduation requirenents.

A particular sentence in the Novenber 9'" menp has created a
| ot of unintentional confusion and led to differing
interpretations of the kinds of courses that can be taken
to meet the occupational education requirenent in
particular. The new set of state m ni num graduation

requi renents, effective for students who begin the ninth
grade in the Fall 2004, are:

English (reading, witing, comrunications) 3.0 credits
Mat h 2.0 credits
Sci ence 2.0 credits
Soci al Studies 2.5 credits
Heal th and Fitness 2.0 credits
Art 1.0 credit

Cccupati onal Educati on 1.0 credit

El ectives 5.5 credits
Cul m nati ng Project 0.0 credits
Hi gh School + Education Pl an 0.0 credits
TOTAL 19.0 credits

Each subject category is “stand-alone” in the sense that
some mnimumcredits nust be earned in each category and
cannot be directly substituted with credit(s) taken in
anot her category. Exanple: It is no |longer possible to
meet the Art requirenment by taking a credit in English.



It is VERY | MPORTANT to renenber the provisions of the
follow ng State Board of Education rule, WAC 180-51-025 —
Local school district application of state requirenents:

“The content of courses and the
determ nation of which courses satisfy particular
subj ect area requirenents and whether a
particul ar course may satisfy nore than one
subj ect area requirenent shall be determ ned
locally in accordance with witten policies
adopt ed by boards of directors of districts:
Provided, That if a foreign | anguage graduati on
requi renent is established, credits earned in
American sign | anguage shall count toward the
conpl etion of the requirenent.”

I n adopting the new m ni num graduati on requirenents there
was no intent by the State Board to change | ocal
flexibility and authority granted by WAC 180-51-025. It is
a matter of |local determination howto apply this rule to
every subject matter category reflected in the graduation
requi renents: English (reading, witing, comrunications),
mat h, science, social studies, health and fitness, art,
occupati onal education, and el ectives.

Hopeful ly, this menorandum cl ears up any confusion
generated by the Novenber 9, 2000 neno. |f you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact ne.

Larry Davis, Executive Director
St ate Board of Education

600 Sout h Washi ngt on

P. 0. Box 47206

d ynpi a, Washi ngt on 98504- 7206
360- 753-6715 (office)

360- 586- 2357 (fax)

360- 664- 3631 ( TDD)

| davi s@spi . wednet . edu
sbhe@spi . wednet . edu




